Project Timeline A

Washington State
Fall 2003 October 21 Environmental Assessment open house and scoping meeting to introduce the ';’ Department of Transportat
project and gather comments.
Fall 2003/ Preliminary concept alternatives developed in more detail and additional alternatives S R 502 I nte rCh e
Winter 2004 developed from public input. WSDOT began to identify potential impacts of alternatives. -
Spring 2004 March 25 open house with discussion of options and evaluation of alternatives. PrOIeCt
e Spring/Summer | Began detailed technical study of Option E-4, focusing on its effects on the environment.
9 2004 Property owners invited to May 20 meeting about Option E-4 to learn if their properties Volume 1 * Number 4 N August 2005
;:- could be affected by the project. Began consideration and study of new Option M.
Postcard sent to project mailing list and letter sent to ar roperty owner t th ° ° ° °
T | Conciaaton of Ontion M. Arsa roperty and businoss ovmer et enants ied o o Environmental Assessment completion marks project milestone
o meeting on August 12 to learn more about Option M and to provide input to WSDOT
regarding both Option M and Option E-4. fter two years of study, concept I-5 to SR 502 (NE 219th Street), to fund the project from design
Fall 2004 Option M selected as recommended build alternative. : development, an.d public ?s intended to ease conges‘tion and through cgnsg*uction comes from the
Winter 2005 Environmental technical studies complefed involvement, the Environmental improve safety along -5, improve 2003 Legislative Transportation (or
. Assessment (EA) for the I-5/State safety at the NE 179th Street “Nickel”) Funding Package.
Spring/Summer | Open house, access hearing, and adoption of right-of-way plans. Route 502 Interchange Project is now  interchange, and help improve access In September 2004, WSDOT
2005 complete (see story on page 2). to Battle Ground and north Clark selected Option M-South as the
N E4 September 1, Open house and public review of Environmental Assessment. The new interchange, connecting ~ County. The $34.7 million required Recommended Build Alternative for
= E_d:’ 2005 the interchange. Option M-South
- . H extends NE 219th Street west to
—w Summer 2005/ Righf-ﬁf-woy acquisition. WSDOT will purchase property to make room for the PrOIeCt COI'ISIderS (ICCESS, "ght' Of-Wuy I'IEECIS I-5. After selection of Option M-
ol 2006 inferchange- South, additional studies identified
r4- Fall 2006 Final design complete. a new alignment for the on-ramp to
Spring 2007 Construction begins. 1-5 northbound. The new loop ramp
alignment was selected because it:
* has less impact on Gee Creek
because it does not cross the creek
* impacts fewer property owners
. * requires less excavation and
MHO M ll HOlVM construction, saving taxpayers
approximately $1 million
.-IHMOIN Hno A s ll Last February, WSDOT mailed
! a postcard to everyone in the project
area announcing the new loop ramp
alignment. A letter also was sent to all
property owners in the project area.
. ) . A public open house to present the
Residents and property owners learned more about the project’s access .
control and right-of-way needs at the March 2005 open house ?ompleted Environmental Assessment
) o . . is scheduled for September 1, 2005.
ecent project activities have right-of way for a project, payment of
focused on specific access and “just compensation” is required and is
as n o H u e d o right-of-way needs. Access control determined by an independent property 0 pe n H o u Se
limits where the highway can be appraisal. Upon completion and review
entered in order to preserve the safety  of an approved appraisal, a written
and efficiency of the state highway offer is presented to the property
system. owner.
106[0]d The land a highway or local road On March 24, WSDOT hosted an
aﬁuerJ e]_UI Zog HS in built on, and the areas immediately ~ open house and access hearing at its
c# 1IWNId - ” adjacent to it is called the right-of-way. regional headquarters in Vancouver.
60£1-89986 VM 4SANOOUDA . - ;
YO ‘ANV1LYOd 60/ 1 X08 Od Itis pwned by the state, city, or cou.lnty, At the open house, residents and
aivd uoneodsuel] Jo Juswpedag and is necessary for both construction property owners learned more ab'out
JOVLSOd SN ’ ajers uobuysem /A and maintenance of the road or the project’s access control and right-
TIVW SSVTIO LS4l - highway system. When acquiring (continued on page 2)




Environmental Assessment ready for review and comment

s part of the study phase of the build alternative, on the environment completed Environmental Assessment

[-5/State Route 502 Interchange (wetlands, vegetation, water, air
quality, noise, archaeological, cultural ~ September 1, from 6—8 p.m. in the

Project, WSDOT prepared an

for review is scheduled for Thursday,

Environmental Assessment (EA). An resources, and social), and determines  Battle Ground High School cafeteria,

EA is required under the National

how these impacts might be lessened. 300 West Main Street. The open house

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) The EA is now complete. A 30- is an opportunity to:
of 1969, and the Washington State day comment period, during which * Learn more about the project and
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). the public and others can review and the EA

The EA examines the potential comment on the EA, begins August 17. ¢ Meet with project staff

impacts of the Recommended Build
Alternative, as compared to the no-

A public open house to present the * Review and comment on the EA

Copies of the EA are available for review during regular business hours at the following locations

WSDOT SOUTHWEST BATTLE GROUND
REGION OFFICE COMMUNITY LIBRARY
11018 NE 51st Circle 12 West Main
Vancouver Battle Ground

360-905-2000 360-687-2322

RIDGEFIELD STATE LIBRARY
COMMUNITY LIBRARY | 46880 Capitol Blvd. South
210 North Main Avenue Tumwater, WA 98501

Ridgefield 360-704-5200
360-887-8281

The executive summary of the EA is on the web at:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/SR502/Interchange

(look for the link in the yellow Project Status box or under the “Documents” header on left side of page)

Comments on the EA should be submitted in writing by September 16 to:
Becky Michaliszyn, WSDOT Environmental Services Manager
PO Box 1709
Vancouver, WA 98668-1709

Comments can also be e-mailed to: michalb@wsdot.wa.gov

The EA may be purchased for $10 or project information may be reviewed and/or copied
at the WSDOT Southwest Region Office or by calling Becky Michaliszyn at 360-905-2174.

On the Horizon:
SR 502 Corridor Widening

his project will widen State Route 502 (NE 219th

Street) from two to four lanes between I-5 and the city
of Battle Ground. Widening SR 502 will help accommodate
increasing traffic volumes, and improve safety by
controlling access onto and off of the highway. The
project is currently in the early design and environmental
phase. Funding for this phase was provided by the 2003
Legislative Transportation (or “Nickel) Funding Package.
During this past Legislative session, an additional $50
million for completion of the project was approved as part
of the 2005 Transportation Partnership Funding Package.
For more information about this project, please visit this
Web page: www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/SR502/Widening/.

Access, right of way

(continued from page 1)

of-way needs and talked with project team members before
the access hearing. The access hearing gave local public
officials, owners of adjacent properties, and other interested
citizens a formal opportunity to testify on any proposed
limitations on access from private property to the highway
system.

Following the hearing, a Findings and Order document
was prepared. This document summarized the hearing and
the formal comment period associated with it. WSDOT also
responds to testimony in the Findings and Order document
and can revise the access/right-of-way plans based on the
testimony received. The completed Findings and Order
and revised plans were approved and adopted by the
Washington Attorney General in July.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals requiring
reasonable accommodations may request written materials in alternate formats, sign

language interpreters, physical accessibility accommodations, or other reasonable ac-

commodation by contacting Chris Tams at 360-759-1310 by August 25. Persons who
are deaf or hard of hearing may call the Washington State Telecommunications Relay
Service, or Tele-Braille at 7-1-1, Voice 1-800-833-6384, and ask to be connected to
the event sponsor’s phone number.

Title VI Statement to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transpor-
tation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color,
national origin and sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discrimi-
nated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person
who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with
WSDOT's Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and ad-
vice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.
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Environmental Assessment
comment period

starts August 17 and ends
September 16, 2005

This intersection will
include right- and left-
turn lanes, bike lanes,

8 crosswalks, and medians.
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219th Street/Existing SR 502
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This intersection provides an
exit from and entrance to

northbound I-5. It provides turn [££

Exiting drivers can turn east or e
west onto SR 502. =

B

‘e

. Next Steps
ollowing the 30-day comment period, the

Federal Highway Administration will issue
a finding on the Environmental Assessment.
i WSDOT real estate and relocation staff have
#% begun contacting property owners within the

= area and plan to begin acquiring property

by mid-August. WSDOT will continue the
acquisition process until construction begins in
spring 2007. (See page 4 for a project timeline.)



